
 

VOCES8: Sing Joyfully 

VOCES8 presents Sing Joyfully, a programme that celebrates the joy and beauty of 

voices in harmony to mark the European Day of Early Music, Bach’s birthday 

(‘Boureé’!) and the public launch of a joint education project, ‘Roots’. 

 
Tonight’s programme features mainly Renaissance sacred music from England, 

Spain, Germany and Italy. Anticipating a final turn to more modern music, Tomás 

Luis de Victoria’s ‘Vadam et Circuibo’ is taken up and developed further by 

VOCES8’s current Composer-in-Residence, Jonathan Dove. ‘Joy and woe are 

woven fine’ at the heart of the programme as the sorrowful Sestina madrigal set by 

Monteverdi is counterbalanced by a joyous English madrigal and French chanson. 

 
VOCES8 is delighted to be running educational workshops as part of the ‘Roots’ 

project. This evening’s concert features some of the results of that work as children 

who participated in the workshops are given the opportunity to perform Medieval 

and Renaissance music alongside the ensemble. We also make space at the end of 

the programme to present the group’s trademark contemporary arrangements. 

 
 

 
  

Un-plucked! - Lute music from the 
Baroque to last month!

Saturday 13 April, 8pm
Clough Hall, Newnham College

Mirko Arnone and Daniele Caminiti
have created a world of sound that is 
full of seamless passages, colourful 

dynamics and mastery of style. 
Rheinische Post

Tickets and more information available from 

www.CambridgeEarlyMusic.org



 

Programme 

 

Sing Joyfully                         William Byrd 

(1538–1623) 
O Nata Lux                Thomas Tallis  (1505–1585) 

arr. VOCES8 

Vadam et Circuibo                      Tomás Luis de Victoria 
 (1548–1611) 

Vadam et Circuibo                                   Jonathan Dove 

(1959–) 
Book VI: Lagrime D’Amante al Sepolcro Dell’Amata                       Claudio Monteverdi 

(1585–1672) 

1. Incenerite spoglie, avara tomba 

2. Ditelo, o fiumi, e voi ch’udiste Glauco 

3. Darà la notte il sol lume alla terra 

4. Ma te raccoglie, o ninfa, in grembo ‘l ciel 

5. O chiome d’or, neve gentil del seno 

6. Dunque, amate reliquie, un mar di pianto 

 

Der Engel sprach zu den Hirten SWV 395                  Heinrich Schütz 

(1585–1672) 

Angelus Domini Descendit                             Giovanni Gabrieli 

(c. 1554/1557–1612) 

 

INTERVAL (20 MINUTES)  
Please check that your mobile phone is switched off, especially if you used it during the interval 

 

Performances with Students from the Roots project 

 
Bourée                     J.S. Bach (1685–1750) 

arr. Ward Swingle (1927–2015) 

As Vesta was from Lathmos Hill Descending                Thomas Weelkes 

(1576–1623) 

Dessus le Marché d’Arras                             Orlando di Lassus 

(1532–1594) 
A selection of VOCES8’s contemporary arrangements 

  



 

Roots 

 
An Innovative Educational Partnership 

Music education stands at a crossroads. The educational, emotional and social 

benefits of music tuition are widely known, but the place of music teaching in 

schools is increasingly under threat. The educational project ‘Roots’ offers a new way 

of supporting music teaching in state schools, joining together professional 

musicians, specialists in music education, and charitable foundations with the aim of 

developing a sustainable programme to connect performance with wider learning. 

The vocal strand, whose first results are presented this evening, is led by 

internationally-acclaimed educators, VOCES8 (Associate Ensemble at the University 

of Cambridge) and their vocal music education charity, the VCM Foundation. This 

strand trains teachers, and university and school students in the VOCES8 Method, 

encouraging learning through participation in a series of vocal and rhythmic 

exercises. As teachers and older students train younger students in the method, all 

students gain the skills needed to become leaders in their own communities and to 

develop their confidence as young leaders. 

Researchers at the University of Cambridge have developed new resources to 

connect this vocal teaching with classroom teaching, collaborating with 

Cambridgeshire Music and school teachers to design lessons in specialist areas. 

Researchers from the SoundMe project have turned to some of the earliest ways of 

teaching music in western Europe as inspiration for newly designed creative and 

historical lessons relevant to today's classrooms. 

The Brook Street Band lead the parallel instrumental strand. This renowned period 

instrument ensemble is working closely with Cambridgeshire Music to establish a 

legacy for early instrumental music in the region by founding an ensemble 

specifically for under 18s. Specialist coaching will be offered through workshops, 

access to historic instruments is provided by Anglia Ruskin University, and ongoing 

education will be enabled through use of the  ensemble’s innovative online resource, 

Handel Digital. 

The first year of the three-year ‘Roots’ project has been made possible by generous 

grants provided by the Helen Hamlyn Trust, HERA (Humanities in the European 

Research Area, funders of the SoundMe project), Cambridge Early Music and 

Cambridgeshire Music. To continue the work begun and secure a lasting legacy, 

further funding is urgently sought to support years 2 and 3. Interested  individuals or 

organizations are encouraged to contact either Libby Percival (libby@percius.co.uk, 

07718 752 481) or Sam Barrett (sjb59@cam.ac.uk). 

mailto:sjb59@cam.ac.uk
mailto:(libby@percius.co.uk
mailto:(libby@percius.co.uk


All partners have generously offered their time and talent to launch this project. 

Particular thanks are due to Libby Percival and Beatriz Aranguen (Cambridge Early 

Music), Matthew Gunn and Julia Ient (Cambridgeshire Music), Dr Delphine 

Mordey (University of Cambridge, Faculty of Music), Prof. Paul Jackson and Dr 

Paul Rhys (Anglia Ruskin University, Music Department), Tatty Theo (The Brook 

Street Band) and Ann Wright, Chris Wardle, Paul Smith, and Barnaby Smith (VCM 

Foundation and VOCES8). All partners would also like to thank the school teachers 

and carers who have helped to make this project a success. Most importantly, we 

thank the school children who have shown such enthusiasm at the beginning of 

what we hope will be a lifelong journey of discovering their musical roots. 

 
 

Sam Barrett 
 

 
 

 



 

VOCES8 

 
 

The British vocal ensemble VOCES8 is proud to inspire people through music and 
share the joy of singing. Touring globally, the group performs an extensive 
repertory both in its a cappella concerts and in collaborations with leading orchestras, 
conductors and soloists. Versatility and a celebration of diverse musical expression 
are central to the ensemble’s performance and education ethos. 

 
VOCES8 has performed at many notable venues including Wigmore Hall, 
Bridgewater Hall, Elbphilharmonie, Cité de la Musique, Vienna Konzerthaus, 
Tokyo Opera City, NCPA Beijing, Mariinsky Theatre Concert Hall, Victoria 
Concert Hall Singapore and the Palacio de Bellas Artes Mexico City. This season 
the ensemble will add to that list the Sydney Opera House, Muziekgebouw aan’t IJ 
and La Seine Musicale, Paris. Keen musical collaborators, this season will feature 
concerts with the Academy of Ancient Music, Manchester Camerata, the Edvard 
Grieg Kor, Hugo Ticciati, the Orchestre Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo, and with 
Gramophone Magazine ‘Artist of the Year 2018’ Baroque violinist Rachel Podger, 
with whom the critically acclaimed ‘A Guardian Angel’ project will continue. 
Touring highlights of the season include concerts throughout the UK and Europe, 
across USA and Japan, and debut visits to Australia and Lithuania. 

 
With an ongoing programme of recordings, videos and live broadcasts, VOCES8 is 
heard regularly on international television and radio. The ensemble is a Decca 
Classics artist and has released acclaimed recordings that have all reached the top of 
the classical charts. ‘Enchanted Isle’ was released in January 2019. VOCES8 has 
premiered commissions from Roxanna Panufnik, Alexander Levine, Alec Roth, Ben 
Parry, Ola Gjeilo, Philip Stopford, Graham Lack, Thomas Hewitt Jones and Owain 
Park. 2019 will see the premiere of a commission by Jonathan Dove to mark the 
culmination of his period as the group’s Composer in Residence. 

 
VOCES8 is passionate about music education and is the flagship ensemble of the 
music charity VCM Foundation. Engaging in a broad range of outreach work that 



reaches up to 40,000 people a year, the group runs an annual programme of 
workshops and masterclasses at the Foundation’s home in London, the Gresham 
Centre at St Anne & St Agnes Church. Dedicated to supporting promising young 
singers, the group awards eight annual choral scholarships through the VOCES8 
Scholars initiative. These scholarships are linked to the annual Milton Abbey 
Summer School at which amateur singers of all ages are invited to work and 
perform with VOCES8. The ensemble is proud to be Associate Ensemble at the 
University of Cambridge, where it jointly delivers a Masters programme in Choral 
Studies. 
 
As official Ambassadors for Edition Peters, the ensemble publishes educational 
material including the ‘VOCES8 Method’. Developed by Paul Smith, co-founder of 
VOCES8, this renowned and unique teaching tool is available in four languages and 
adopts music to enhance development in numeracy, literacy and linguistics. Also 
available are two anthologies of its arrangements, and an ever-expanding ‘VOCES8 
Singles’ range. This season the ensemble becomes Ambassador for the Tido App, 
an inspirational resource and learning tool. The VOCES8 Method and music 
arrangements will be made available on the Tido platform during the 2018/19 
season. 
 
VOCES8 is very grateful for support from Arts Council England, the Merchant 
Taylors’ Company, the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, Holman Fenwick 
Willan and T. M. Lewin. 
 
For more information about the music education programmes offered by VOCES8 
and VCM Foundation please visit www.vcm.foundation or email 
info@vcm.foundation. 
 
VOCES8 
Andrea Haines, soprano 
Eleonore Cockerham, soprano  
Katie Jeffries-Harris, alto 
Barnaby Smith, alto and artistic director 
Blake Morgan, tenor 
Sam Dressel, tenor 
Christopher Moore, baritone  
Jonathan Pacey, bass 
 
 
“The slickest of the lot…fans of a cappella ought to hear this.” CD Review, BBC Radio 3 

“Eight beautifully integrated solo voices… Every number here has something particularly arresting 

within it, all supported by persuasive and committed singing.” BBC Music Magazine Choral 

and Song Choice, A Purcell Collection 

http://www.vcm.foundation/
mailto:info@vcm.foundation


  



 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR BENEFACTORS, PATRONS & FRIENDS 

All of us at Cambridge Early Music would like to say a special thank you to all our 
Benefactors, Patrons and Friends. Without your support we could not continue to 
bring world-class artists to perform in Cambridge, or to run our inspiring education 
programme and outreach activities for young people. Thank you very much from all 
of us for your continued support! 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
A thank you to our volunteers 

As Cambridge Early Music receives no core funding and no regular funding, we rely 
heavily on our team of dedicated volunteers. Volunteers support every area of our 
work, from publicity distribution to stewarding at events. Thank you for your hard 
work and enthusiasm. We would not be able to make our events so successful 
without you! 
 
Find out more about how you could get involved with our activities and training 

opportunities at www.CambridgeEarlyMusic.org/volunteering 

 

Trustees: Dame Mary Archer, Dr Sam Barrett, John Bickley, Dr Peter Cains, Jennie 
Hawks, Peter Fielder, Dr Alan Howard, Professor Peter Holman, Professor David 
McKitterick, Libby Percival and Liz Winter 
External members of- 
Development Board: Susan Smith and Christopher Whitney 
Concerts Committee: Dr Edward Wickham 
Bursaries Committee: Nick Webb 
Administrator: Beatriz Aranguren 
 

http://www.cambridgeearlymusic.org/volunteering
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